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Minutes of the Council Meeting
Held On Wednesday 29 July 2026 at 6.00 pm
at The Parish Office, 2 Knowle Park Lane, Fair Oak

PRESENT:

Councillors: Clirs Anderson, Barret, Bird, Broomfield, Couldrey, Douglas (Chair), Forfar, Higby,
Marsh, Meech, Smith, Stupple, Tennent

Officers: Andy Lowe - Executive Officer, Michelle Leadbitter-Allen - Deputy Executive Officer

ABSENT: CliIr Chivuchi & ClIr Scott

APOLOGIES

None received.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Declarations of interest were received as appropriate during the meeting.

MINUTES OF MEETING

Clirs reviewed the minutes of the previous meeting.
RESOLVED:

a) That the minutes of the Council meeting held on 22 June 2026 be signed by the Chair as a
correct record; and

b) That the delegated planning decisions for week ending 19 June be noted.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Representatives from Eastleigh Borough Council were present to deliver an update to members on the
Horton Heath Primary School, sports pitches and allotments project at One Horton Heath. There were
also two members of the public present to observe the meeting.

OHH SCHOOL UPDATE

Council received a presentation from the project leads from Eastleigh Borough Council regarding the
proposed Horton Heath Primary School, sports pitches and allotments project. The presentation
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covered progress on the Reserved Matters Planning Application, school design, biodiversity
enhancements, sports pitch provision, parking arrangements and allotment proposals. Members
raised questions regarding the adequacy of sports pitch provision, future management arrangements,
allotment access, parking, lighting and long-term maintenance responsibilities. The presentation slides
were received and noted.

RESOLVED:

That the update be noted.

o Write to Eastleigh Borough Council setting out the Parish Council's concerns regarding the
inadequacy of sports pitch provision within the One Horton Heath development.

e Investigate future ownership, management, maintenance responsibilities and lifecycle
replacement costs associated with the proposed sports pitch and pavilion.

¢ Investigate allotment access arrangements, including potential estate management charges and
the use of unadopted roads.

e Submit a report to either the September or October 2026 Full Council meeting regarding the
future ownership, management and operation of the sports pitch, pavilion and associated
facilities.

Action: Executive Officer for the four points above

CHAIRMAN'S ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Chair announced that Upper Barn Copse Play Area had been completed and opened earlier that
afternoon.

EXECUTIVE OFFICER'S UPDATE

Members received and noted the Executive Officer's update on Local Government Reorganisation,
including the most recent update from the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local
Government dated 16 July 2026. It was noted that there was currently very little impact on the Parish
Council.

Members noted that all asset transfers arising from Local Government Reorganisation had now been
completed. Minor outstanding matters, mainly relating to trees, were being resolved with Eastleigh
Borough Council. The newly transferred assets were being incorporated into the Operations Team's
routine maintenance schedules.

Members received an update on the unauthorised encampment at Knowle Park Car Park between 29
June and 2 July 2026. Members noted that Hampshire Constabulary issued a notice to vacate under
Section 61 of the Criminal Justice and Public Order Act 1994 and that the encampment had left the
site by 10.45 am on 2 July 2026. Members recorded their thanks to the Parish Operations Team staff
who supported the Executive Officer during the incident. It was noted that lessons had been identified
and a Standard Operating Procedure had been prepared to guide the Council's response to any future
unauthorised encampments.
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Members noted that the Executive Officer's emergency delegated financial powers had been used to
install a large metal gate at Knowle Park at a cost of £3,115. Members also noted that Colin
Hardwicke had returned to work on strict light duties and that two new ride-on mowers had been
added to the Council's operational fleet.

Members noted project updates regarding the Cemetery Path works, Knowle Park, New Century Park
path resurfacing and Upper Barn Copse Play Park. Members also noted community engagement
activity including the Tree and Bee Talk, Age Concern Afternoon Tea and the forthcoming opening of
the Community Grants Scheme on Friday 31 July 2026.

Members recorded their appreciation for the prompt and effective response of the Executive Officer
and wider team in managing the unauthorised encampment and securing the site.

RESOLVED:

That the Executive Officer's update be received and noted.
Action: All Councillors

Promote the Community Grants Scheme through social media, local networks and community
contacts to encourage applications from a wider range of local organisations.

FINANCE REPORT

The Council considered the report of the Finance Officer.
RESOLVED:

a) That the contents of the report be noted; and
b) That the BACS payments be approved.

Action: Responsible Finance Officer

FINANCE REGULATIONS

The Council considered the Finance Regulations as recommended by the Finance Committee.
RESOLVED:

That the Finance Regulations be approved.

Action: Deputy Executive Officer

NEW CENTURY PARK CONTRACTOR AWARD

The Council considered the contractor award for the resurfacing of the paths at New Century Park.
RESOLVED:

That Scandor Landscapes be appointed to resurface the paths at New Century Park at a cost of
£27,653 as set out in the report. The remainder of the allocated sum would be used to complete the
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Fountain Café path works with all surplus being returned, proportionally to the Local Area Committee
and the Parish Council reserves.

Action: Executive Officer / Operations Officer
Progress the appointment and contract arrangements for the New Century Park path resurfacing

works.

KNOWLE PARK MASTERPLAN STEERING GROUP

The Council considered the appointment of members and the Terms of Reference for the Knowle Park
Masterplan Steering Group. Members discussed the role of the Steering Group, declarations of
interest and the importance of the Group remaining advisory, with final decisions to be made by Full
Council.

During discussion, members highlighted that councillors living close to Knowle Park bring valuable
local knowledge and community insight to discussions concerning the park. Clarification was provided
that the provisions within the Terms of Reference relating to declarations of interest were included
solely to reflect legal and governance requirements and were not intended to imply bias or diminish
the value of members' local knowledge and experience. Members acknowledged the explanation
provided

RESOLVED:

a) That the Terms of Reference be agreed;

b) That Clirs Broomfield, Forfar, Higby and Stupple be appointed to the Steering Group; and

c) That officer members comprise Siobhan Strand, Kirsty Evans and the Executive Officer.
Action: Executive Officer
Arrange the inaugural meeting of the Knowle Park Masterplan Steering Group and circulate invitations

to appointed members.

PUBLIC ART INSTALLATION

The Council considered proposed public art installations around the parish. Members discussed the
need for appropriate consultation, interpretation and suitability of proposed locations. Members
supported further engagement before installations are progressed on Parish Council land.

RESOLVED:
a) That the installation of a bug bench at Upper Barn Copse, instead of the proposed listening

bench, be supported;

b) That Eastleigh Borough Council be advised that further consultation with the Parish Council
is required before the proposed sculptural reeds, remaining bug benches and bee wing
installations are progressed on Parish Council land; and

c) That alternative public art locations and concepts within the parish be considered.

Action: Executive Officer
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e Advise Eastleigh Borough Council that the Council supports the installation of a bug bench at
Upper Barn Copse.

e Advise Eastleigh Borough Council that further consultation with the Parish Council is required
before the proposed sculptural reeds, bug bench or bee wing installations are progressed on
Parish Council land.

Action: All Councillors

¢ Identify and suggest potential locations and concepts for future public art installations within the
parish.

HERITAGE PLAQUE POLICY

The Council considered the amended Heritage Plaque Policy. Members recorded their appreciation
for the extensive work undertaken by the Deputy Executive Officer in developing the Heritage Plaque
Policy.

RESOLVED:

That the amended Heritage Plaque Policy be approved.

Action: Deputy Executive Officer

e Publish and implement the approved Heritage Plaque Policy and associated application process.

WORK PROGRAMME

The Council reviewed the Work Programme. A suggestion was made to explore options for a
permanent memorial or commemorative installation recognising local residents who served during
wartime.

RESOLVED:

That the Work Programme be noted.
Action: Executive Officer / Deputy Executive Officer

¢ Investigate options for a future memorial or commemorative installation recognising residents who
served during wartime and report back to Council.

EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC AND THE PRESS

RESOLVED:

That, under Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies Admissions to Meetings Act 1960, the public and the
Press be excluded from the meeting for the following items of business on the grounds that they
involve the likely disclosure of exempt information which would be prejudicial to the public interest by
reason of its confidential nature.

SKATEPARK REFURBISHMENT



Council considered the refurbishment of the skatepark. Members acknowledged the importance of the
skatepark as a valued facility for young people and the need to progress refurbishment works as
quickly as possible.

RESOLVED:

That the Council approve the preferred skatepark refurbishment option, subject to confirmation that
comparable quotations received for equivalent refurbishment works are consistent with the
recommended option and represent best value to the Council

Action: Executive Officer

¢ Obtain clarification regarding warranty arrangements, lifecycle costs and refurbishment
specifications and circulate the information to members.

Action: Deputy Executive Officer

o Review Equality Impact Assessment wording within future reports to ensure inclusive and
accessible language is used when referring to accessibility and disability.

. STAFF UPDATE

Council received a staffing update from the Executive Officer.
RESOLVED:

That the recommendations contained within the confidential report be approved.
Action: Executive Officer

¢ Implement the permanent appointment and associated salary amendments.
Action: Executive Officer / Deputy Executive Officer

¢ Continue development of the Council's staff recognition and reward framework to support
consistency and transparency in future awards.

Meeting Closed: 19.53

Signature: ... Chair
Date: oo



