
Minutes Of the Council Meeting 
Held On Monday 16 February 2026 at 6.00 pm 

At The Parish Office, 2 Knowle Park Lane, Fair Oak 

PRESENT:  

Cllrs Anderson, Broomfield, Couldrey, Douglas (Chair), Marsh, Meech, Scott, Smith, 
Stupple, Tennent 

Officers: Andy Lowe - Exec Officer, Michelle Leadbitter-Allen - Dep Exec Officer, Jo Cahill 
- Responsible Finance Officer

114. APOLOGIES

Cllrs Bird, Barrett, Chivuchi, Higby and Forfar

115. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

116. MINUTES OF MEETING

RESOLVED

a) To approve the minutes of the Council meeting held on 19 January 2026 as a 
correct record and;

b) To note the delegated planning decisions for weeks ending 16 January & 6 February 
2026

117. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
There were no members of the public present.

118. CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Chair reported back from attending the Thakeham homes proposed development 
consultation along Allington Lane.  The consultation was met with a lot of opposition from 
the public, but until a formal application is submitted the Parish Council will have limited 
involvement.
The Chair advised the members that the April Full Council would be cancelled to allow for a 
longer resident focused Annual Parish Meeting.
Action: Deputy Exec Officer



119. EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S UPDATE

The Executive Officer reported no change to the previously published position regarding
Local Government Reorganisation (LGR), with a central government decision still expected
in March 2026.

An update was provided on progress of the Asset Transfers. All documentation had now
been agreed for further HM Land Registry searches. The Executive Officer had visited four
of the seven sites and noted that Eastleigh Borough Council (EBC) had undertaken
significant preparatory work ahead of the intended asset handovers.

Members received an update on the remaining stages required to conclude the transfers.
Council was asked to consider whether the process should now proceed under normal
delegated authority, with a final inspection to be undertaken by the Executive Officer, the
Operations Officer and the Chair of the Council, prior to final sign-off.

After discussion, Members agreed to defer a decision on whether to progress under
delegated authority until the March Full Council meeting.

The decision would be deferred to the March Council Meeting.

Action: Deputy Exec Officer

A short update was given on the recent Bishopstoke, Fair Oak and Horton Heath (BIFOHH)
Local Area Committee (LAC) meeting, which included progress on the Bee & Tree Corridor
project.

The Executive Officer provided a staff update, confirming good team performance with
hedge cutting as the current main effort. A new grounds operative had been appointed to
the Grounds Team, with a start date expected in late March/early April. Recruitment for the
new Administration Officer had closed with 335 applications received, and shortlisting was
underway.

Finally, members were updated on ongoing anti-social behaviour (ASB) concerns. Issues
previously centred at Lapstone Pavilion had shifted to New Century Park (NCP) and the
Village Hall.

120. PLANNING APPLICATION (REPORT B)

The Council noted that it had previously submitted an objection to planning application
F/23/96631, concerning the proposed distributor road at One Horton Heath. The objection
related to the lack of visible detail regarding Public Rights of Way (PROW) improvements,
diversions, and the legal mechanisms required to support these changes. The Local
Planning Authority (LPA) has since clarified that all matters relating to PROW
improvements, diversions, stopping up and associated requirements were addressed under
Outline Planning Permission O/20/89498, granted in October 2025, and are secured
through an existing Section 106 Legal Agreement.

RESOLVED



“To rescind its previous objection to planning application F/23/96631, on the grounds that 
the Local Planning Authority has confirmed all matters relating to Public Rights of Way 
improvements and diversions are already secured under Outline Permission O/20/89498 
and the associated Section 106 Agreement.” 

Action: Deputy Executive Officer 

121. FINANCE REPORT (REPORT C)

The Council considered the report of the Finance Officer and

RESOLVED

(a) That the contents of the report be noted; and

(b) That the BACs payments be approved.

Action: Responsible Finance Officer 

122. ISSUE OF DEBIT CARD TO OPERATIONS OFFICER

Members received a recommendation from the Finance Officer regarding the provision of a
Parish Council debit card for operational purposes.

RESOLVED:

That a Parish Council debit card be issued to the Operations Officer in accordance with the
Council’s Financial Regulations, subject to an agreed spending limit and with no facility for
cash withdrawals. In addition, Members requested that all debit card transactions be
subject to verification by a second staff member as part of strengthened internal control
procedures.

Action: Responsible Finance Officer

123. DATA PROTECTION POLICY

The Council reviewed the Data Protection Policy and,

RESOLVED:

That the updated Data Protection Policy be adopted.

124. CHILD & VULNERABLE ADULT POLICY

The Council reviewed the Child and Vulnerable Adult Policy

RESOLVED:

That the updated Child and Vulnerable Adult Policy be adopted.



125. IT POLICY

The Council reviewed the IT Policy

RESOLVED:

To adopt the IT Policy

126. WORK PROGRAMME

RESOLVED

That the work programme be noted.

Meeting Closed: 6.38pm 

Signature: ……………………………… Chair 

Date: ……………………………………. 
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