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Minutes of the Council Meeting
held on Monday 15 September 2025 at 6.00 pm
at the Parish Office, 2 Knowle Park Lane, Fair Oak

Present: Clirs Barrett, Bird, Broomfield, Couldrey, Douglas (Chair), Higby, Marsh, Meech,
Smith, Stupple, Tennent

Apologies: Clirs Forfar, Scott

Absent: Clirs Anderson (arrived late), Chivuchi (arrived at close of
meeting)

Officers in attendance: Michelle Leadbitter-Allen, Deputy Executive Officer; Carly Giles,
Communications & Events Officer; Joanna Cabhill, Finance Officer

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

ClIr Douglas declared an interest in Planning Application V/2/99987 at Item 27 and therefore
did not comment or vote on the item.

MINUTES (PAPER A) RESOLVED

(&) That the minutes of the Council meeting held on 16 June 2025 be signed by the Chair
as a correct record;

(b) That the minutes of the Special Council meeting held on 23 June 2025 be signed by the
Chair as a correct record,;

(c) That the minutes of the Finance Committee meeting on 23 June 2025 and the Special
Finance Committee meeting on 21 August 2025 be signed by the Chair as a correct
record.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

A member of the public representing the Knowle Park Lane Residents Association reported
on the recently undertaken Health and Safety Risk Assessment. There were no concerns
reported.

CHAIR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Chairman welcomed everyone back following the summer recess. Cllr Douglas
thanked the Councillors for attending the extra meetings and expressed appreciation
to staff for holding the fort during the recent staffing changes. The Councillors also
extended a warm welcome to the new Executive Officer.



44. PLANNING APPLICATION: ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT V/25/99987

CliIr Bird took the Chair as Cllr Douglas had declared an interest.

Council members considered a response to the Environmental Impact Assessment Screening
request received for the land North East of Fair Oak, Eastleigh. After discussion it was;-

RESOLVED:
That the following comments be submitted to Eastleigh Borough Council.

‘Fair Oak and Horton Heath Parish Council welcomes the opportunity to respond to the
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Screening Request submitted by Croudace Homes
Ltd and Highwood Strategic Land for the proposed development northeast of Mortimers
Lane, Fair Oak.

Recommendation

Given the scale, complexity, and location of the proposed development, the Parish Council
strongly recommends that a full Environmental Impact Assessment be required.

Justification for a Full Environmental Impact Assessment
Scale of the Development and Its Environmental Impact

The proposal for up to 3,400 dwellings constitutes a large-scale urban extension that will
have complex and significant environmental effects. The development falls under Schedule 2
of the EIA regulations, and its sheer size, combined with its sensitive location, makes a full
EIA essential.

e Proximity to Sensitive Areas: The development is near Ancient and Semi-Natural
Woodland and Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINCs). The Parish
Council raises additional concerns about the proposal’s proximity to the South Downs
National Park and its potential traffic impacts, noting a lack of a clear mitigation
strategy.

e Loss of High-Quality Agricultural Land: The developer's report shows that a
significant portion of the site (77%) is classified as Subgrade 3a (Good Quality) and 3b
(Moderate Quality) agricultural land, with some areas of Grade 1 and 2 land. The
permanent loss of this farmland is a significant environmental effect.

e Impact on Landscape: The Parish Council highlights the high landscape sensitivity of
the area, particularly near Colden Common and Lower Upham, which necessitates a
comprehensive assessment of the visual impact.

Cumulative Development and Infrastructure Strain

The proposal cannot be viewed in isolation due to intense and ongoing development
pressure in the area. The combined effects of multiple nearby housing projects will place
immense strain on local infrastructure.
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e Cumulative Development Pressure: The are several other major developments in the
area, including Bloor Homes (245 homes on Mortimers Lane), and OHH (2,500
homes), in addition to Crowdhill Green with 326 and Pembers Hill Park with 292 homes
respectively.

e Stress on Infrastructure: The cumulative effect of these projects will add significant
stress to local services, including GP surgeries, secondary schools, utilities, and
emergency services. This cumulative impact must be evaluated through a full EIA.

Transport and Safety Issues

The Parish Council raises specific and detailed concerns about the transport impacts of the
proposal.

o Existing Congestion and Safety: Local roads, including Eastleigh/Alan
Drayton/Bishopstoke Road, Winchester Road and Mortimers Lane are already
congested and unsafe for additional traffic. Knowle Lane often used a cut through is a
narrow rural road lacking pedestrian walkways.

e Limited Public Transport: The area has limited public transport, with insufficient bus
services to support sustainable travel options.

e Impact of Link Road Exclusion: The Parish Council notes that while the current
proposal aligns with the Planning Inspectorate's recommendation to delete the link road
(Poalicy S6), this introduces new concerns about increased traffic congestion and
infrastructure sustainability without this planned route.

(Planning Inspectorate’s Previous Findings A highly significant point is the precedent set
by the Planning Inspectorate's 2020 findings, which rejected the Strategic Growth Option
(SGO B/C) for this area.)

o Reasons for Rejection: The previous proposal was rejected due to “environmental
harm, poor transport sustainability, and flawed site selection”.

e Policy Deletion: The Inspectorate recommended the deletion of policies related to
housing allocation (S5) and the link road (S6). This history confirms that the area is
recognised as environmentally sensitive and incapable of handling such development
without significant adverse effects.

In conclusion, a full Environmental Impact Assessment is not only appropriate but necessary
to properly evaluate the environmental risks, assess infrastructure capacity, and understand
the cumulative effects of this proposal. The Parish Council would like to see a comprehensive
and independent assessment undertaken before the proposal can proceed further.’

FINANCE REPORT (REPORT B)

The Council considered the report of the Finance Officer.

RESOLVED:

(a) That the contents of the report be noted; and
(b) That the BACs payments be approved.

COUNCIL INSURANCE PREMIUM (REPORT C)

After discussion it was;
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RESOLVED:

a) That Hiscox be appointed as the Council’s insurers for the period 1 October 2025 — 30
September 2026; and

b) That the renewal cost of insurance is £18,034.53 agreed. Councillors
noted that a buffer for additional insurance would be required to cover the extra
maintenance costs for the upcoming asset transfers.

PLAY PROVISION STRATEGY UPDATE (VERBAL REPORT)

The Councillors received a written update from the Community Engagement Officer. The play
strategy would be used to influence the play provisions within the villages of Fair Oak and
Horton Heath, with a particular focus on Upper Barn Copse, which had been identified as a
suitable site for redesign.

Clir Broomfield expressed interest in the age of the children who had been consulted for the
strategy. ClIr Bird confirmed that Dialogue Matters had engaged with each school year

across the local junior and senior schools and had gathered extensive feedback from the
children.

FRIDAY OFFICE CLOSURE

RESOLVED:

a) That the Council agreed with the proposal.

b) That the Communications and Events Officer will share this information on all social
media channels.

Action: Communications & Events Officer

CHRISTMAS OPENING HOURS

RESOLVED

a) That the Council agreed with the proposal.
c) That the Communications and Events Officer share this information on social media
channels.

Action: Communications & Events Officer

WORK PROGRAMME (REPORT E)

The Council reviewed the work programme.

RESOLVED:

a) That the work programme be noted.

EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC

To resolve that, under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public
and press be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following item due
to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.
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f)

9)

STAFFING UPDATE (REPORT F)
The Council received a report detailing the latest staffing updates. After consideration it
was;-
RESOLVED:
That the contents of the confidential staff report be noted and that;-

The Council agreed in principle to support interim staffing arrangements for key operational
role and that;-

The Council approved the formation of a Staff Restructure Task & Finish Group to review
the staffing structure ahead of April 2026, to report to the Budget Task & Finish Group and
Finance Committee, and that;-

Members agreed the Terms of Reference for the newly formed Task & Finish Group, and
that;-

Following an invitation for expressions of interest, it was agreed that ClIr Stupple would join
the Task & Finish Group, and that;-

Authority was delegated to the Deputy Executive Officer, in consultation with the Executive
Officer and Council Chairman, to continue overseeing relevant data management
processes, and that;-

Members confirmed that appropriate oversight arrangements were in place for any
necessary staffing matters, in line with HR guidance and council procedures, and that;-

This was all the business, and the meeting closed at 7.20 pm.
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